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STATEWIDE BROADBAND NETWORK � REPLACEMENT WITH NATIONAL  
BROADBAND NETWORK 

393. Hon KATE DOUST to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Science and 
Innovation: 

I refer to the government�s decision to scrap the state broadband network.  

(1) When will the minister release his new strategy for broadband in Western Australia? 
(2) How does the minister plan to pursue an expedited rollout of the national broadband network? 
(3) Does the minister still intend to improve regional backhaul capacity using a site-specific approach? 
Hon BARRY HOUSE replied: 
(1) The department is currently working with the Department of Treasury and Finance and key agencies to 

develop the new strategy in state telecommunications procurement, which superseded the previous 
statewide broadband network strategy. This new telecommunications procurement will be released 
during the next financial year and will provide opportunities for industry to compete in the provision of 
broadband telecommunication services to the whole of government. The department is also developing 
new strategies to address deficiencies in mobile communications coverage in regional and rural areas of 
the state. 

(2) The department is working closely with the commonwealth government and is in the process of 
submitting proposed routes for NBN optic fibre backhaul transmission, which will be focused on the 
following areas: the Perth north backhaul transmission route, including Dongara, Geraldton, Carnarvon, 
Port Hedland, Karratha, Broome, Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Wyndham and Kununurra; the 
Perth east backhaul transmission route, including Northam, Merredin, Southern Cross, Coolgardie, 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder; and the Perth south backhaul transmission route, including Mandurah, 
Bunbury, Busselton, Augusta, Margaret River, Manjimup, Pemberton, Denmark, Albany, Ravensthorpe 
and Esperance. The backhaul transmission route will cover a significant number of regional and rural 
communities, and provide connectivity for the Square Kilometre Array project and major industries in 
the mining, energy and resource sectors. The backhaul transmission will be the basic building block in 
the delivery of �Fibre to the Premises� under the national broadband network initiative. The department 
will provide assistance to the commonwealth government to expedite this process and to ensure that the 
best possible outcome can be achieved for the state. 

(3) The department aims to improve telecommunications services in regional, rural and remote areas of 
Western Australia through a targeted approach, where feasible. At this stage, the department is still 
working with the commonwealth government on details under the national broadband network, and will 
not be able to finalise any site-specific targets until such time as the commonwealth government is able 
to make a decision on the NBN backhaul transmission route. 

 


